
Film School Two 

 

 

Given: film school was great. 

Problem: making things now is hard. We don’t do it very often. 

Solution: Let’s start Film School Two. 

Benefits: Fun. Testing grounds. New short films to show for ourselves. An environment of 

encouragement. We get to hang out! 

 

 

We’re too hard on ourselves. 

Perfectionism stalls progress. 

We should just make things because we love the making. 
 

So here’s what I propose: 

 

We start a regular series of 48hr film festivals (essentially), 

where we’re the writers/directors/crew/etc. 

 

Let’s push through our judgements and negative thoughts and learn by just doing. 

 

Let go of the pressure of being good. 

 

No idea is too stupid. 

Let’s “yes, and” each other and see what happens. 

It’s gonna be good. (Well, maybe it’ll be bad! But it will be fun.) 

 

We have equipment. We have each other. 

Come on! Let’s go! 

 

 

 

Proposed Schedule: 

 

Friday Nights: 

We meet up and talk ideas. Maybe someone’s come up with something, maybe even written it down 

already! Maybe not! Let’s brainstorm. Let’s say yes. 

We decide who’s making what and who’s doing what. We cast the short(s). 

 

Saturday Mornings: 

Shotlist. Gather. 

 



Saturday Days: 

MAKE SOMETHING! 

 

Sunday Days: 

Further shooting, maybe? 

Post. Edit the things quickly. Put ‘em together; don’t wait. 

 

Sunday Nights: 

Screenings! 

We watch what we’ve done! We talk about the process: what we learned, what we tried, what worked, 

what didn’t, what we could do the next time, and how it all felt. 

 

 

 

FAQ’s 

 

How are there any “frequently asked questions” if literally nobody has asked you even a single 

question about this? 

Great question. Now we have a 1/1 frequency. That seems pretty frequent. 

 

What will we make? 

I don’t know!! Isn’t that exciting?? 

The short answer: whatever we want. And we’ll figure it out together. 

 

Who will be involved? 

The best people we know. Core group: film school friends, from Film School One (Chapman U). 

If you want to work with someone, do it! 

 

Where do I leave my ego? 

Right at the fuckin’ door, we’ve got no room for those. This is Three Musketeers shit: all for one and one 

for all. Isn’t that exciting? 

 

Who does what? 

Remember film school, where everyone did everything, all in? It’s gonna be like that. 

You’ll do the things, others will do other things, and we’ll all do it all. 

 

Who does costumes and makeup? 

Did you even read the last answer? You get to! I get to! They get to! 

 

Where do we find actors? 

1. The mirror. 

2. We/You know people! 

 



Can we make comedy stuff? 

Yes. 

 

Drama? 

Yes. 

 

Sci-Fi? 

Yes. 

 

Spec Spots? 

Sure. But you’d better be damned enthusiastic about ‘em. 

 

Romance? 

Indeed. 

 

Sci-Fi Musical? 

Definitely this. Or maybe not! I mean, if you want to give it a try, please, yes, let’s do that. 

 

What about something I’ve never done? 

Absolutely! That more than anything. 

 

Stop-Motion Animation? 

Mmhmm. 

 

Stop-Mo Sci-Fi Musical, with Pirates? 

Obviously. 

 

Follow-up: Where did the pirates come from? 

My IMAGINATION. Also there's a love story. Also the pirates are space pirates. 

 

What about something I don’t think I can handle? 

That’s the perfect thing. Let’s give it a shot. We’ll help each other. 

 

A new technique I’ve been wanting to try? 

What are you, thick? Let’s tackle that mofo. 

 

Who are the instructors? 

Here at Film School Two we have the best teachers you could possibly hope for: 

Experience, Collaboration and Self-Reflection. Also: each other! 

 

What does this pay? 

Great question. Zero dollars and zero cents. We’re doing this for the joy of it. ISN’T PURE JOY ENOUGH? 

Also, we’ll have things to show for our efforts! 



 

Does Film School Two cost anything? 

Yes. Film School One brought about hundreds of thousands of dollars in debt, so luckily all FS2 will cost is 

time and effort! 

 

Where do I sign up?! 

Oh, excellent! You made it to the end of the FAQ section! 

Here’s the link: 

thatoliverguy.com/fs2 

 

http://www.thatoliverguy.com/fs2

